
 

 
Dear 4th Grade Parents,  
 
Welcome to the new school year! I’m thrilled to have your child in my classroom this year and 
look forward to getting to know you and your child better. Together, we’ll form a productive 
partnership to ensure your child achieves his or her highest potential and all of his or her 
learning goals. 
 
I graduated from Augustana (College) University with a double major in education: Elementary 
Education and Education of the Hearing Impaired. I have tutored and substituted as well! My 
husband, Mike, and I have 3 children. Jake practices law and is a Division II baseball umpire. 
Margaret is currently working in Sioux Falls and plans to attend St. Thomas Law School next 
year. Peter is a Senior in high school. 
 
I’m looking forward to a year filled with challenges and excitement. This year, we will focus not 
only on our core subjects but also on the following areas:  

• Cursive 
• Study Skills 
• Test Taking Skills and Strategies 
• Taking ownership of their education 

 
You are your child’s first teacher! I would love to hear what you have to say about your child in a 
million words or less! Think of it this way; if we were to sit down for 20 minutes over coffee or in 
my case, hot chocolate, what would you tell me about your child? What are their strengths? 
Weaknesses? Likes? For example: if your child is afraid of thunderstorms, I can then be 
sensitive to that fear.  If your child likes to draw, I can recruit them to make posters for the 
classroom door during the year. Brag! Brag! Brag! 
 
In order to accomplish all of our learning goals this year, there are some school supplies your 
child will need. Please see the additional supply list sent. 
 
In addition, if you have questions or concerns about any part of the school year, please reach 
out to me by email at Julie.samp@abidingacademy.org. There will be more information at our 
Back to School Open House. 
 
Let’s work together to make this the best school year ever for your child! 
 
Blessings, 
Julie Samp 
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